
May 17 & 18



Hello!!

Please introduce yourselves in the chat box and use 
the Chat box for questions.

You are muted upon entry. 

During discussions …please be mindful and unmute/mute 
yourself!



Technical Assistance
One-on-One/Group Consultation

Coalition Development & Strategy

Media Advocacy

Technical Assistance Portal (see website)

Resources

Organizing Toolkit

Campaign Playbook

Materials Translation

Community Organizing & 
Engagement
Media Advocacy

Affinity Calls

Webinars

Training

Tobacco Endgame Center for 
Organizing & Engagement

Serving the community organizing and engagement needs of California's tobacco control community.

Technical Assistance Portal: www.organizingtoendtobacco.org/supportgateway

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco

http://www.organizingtoendtobacco.org/supportgateway


Meet 
Our
Team

www.organizingtoendtobacco.org/supportgateway

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco

http://www.organizingtoendtobacco.org/supportgateway


SPECIAL THANK YOU 
TO THE WORKGROUP!

Nasbah Ben
Project Director

Tribal Community Coordinator Center

Danica Peterson
Health Educator, Sac County Tobacco 

Education Program

Amber Morris
Rural Initiatives Strengthening Equity 

(RISE)

Isaias Guzman
Organizer, CA LGBTQ Health & Human 
Services Network Coordinating Center

Jamie Morgan, Government Relations 
Regional Lead, AHA

Jena Grosser
Senior Program Consultant, CA 

Tobacco Control Program

Kim Homer Vagadori
Project Director

CYAN

Jazmine Guillen
LA County Tobacco Control and 

Prevention Program

Vanessa Cummings, 
MPH, CHES

Mariposa County Health & Human 
Services Agency

Rosendo Iniguez
Program Manager, Hispanic Latino 

Coordinating Center

Salena Meade
Diversity & Inclusion Manager, CA 

Health Collaborative

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco

Ravena Soto
Project Coordinator II

Tribal Community Coordinating Center



• Overview Information & Education Virtual Days of Action

• Overview of Theme and Key Messages

• Lobbying vs. Education

• Legislative Meetings: What to Expect, How to Prepare, How to 

Conduct an Effective Legislative Meeting Video

• Caucus Meetings

• Navigating the I&E Virtual Days of Action Event Site 

• Q&A

AGENDA

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Learning 
Objectives

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES
Understand the goals and objectives of I&E Virtual 
Days of Action 

ENGAGE LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 

Understand how to have an effective meeting with 
your legislators and/or their staff

NAVIGATING THE I&E EVENT PLATFORM 
Learn how to use and navigate the I&E event 
platform

THEME AND KEY MESSAGES

Learn how to convey the Theme and Key Messages to 
legislators and staff.

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Question Time!
Poll Question

Have you previously attended I&E Day?
1) Yes

2) No
3) No but I have attended another 

organization’s Capitol Day of Action. 

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



What is Information & Education 
Virtual Days of Action? 

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco

• Annual event that brings together the tobacco 
control community.

• To inform and educate the state legislature 
about the state of tobacco in California.

• To raise our collective voices, to generate 
visibility and to make an impact.



WHAT TO EXPECT
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What to Expect: 
Day 1
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What to Expect: 
Day 2

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



MESSAGING

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Overview of Theme and Key Messages

Goal:
To inform and educate our legislators about the Tobacco Industry’s significant and negative impact on 
the people of our state. That Tobacco Industry is responsible for nearly 40,000 deaths every year in 
California, or about 110 people every day.

Hashtags:
#VoicesAgainstTobacco
#BigBadTobacco

Our Ask:
Speak out, get involved, and stand up to the Tobacco Industry.

Disseminate Key Messages:
• Leave Behind with the Ask
• Internal Talking Points
• Social media storms

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Internal 
Talking Points

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Leave Behind 
and Ask

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Social Media
Critical for Success

STRATEGY
Planned social media storms and activities 
throughout event for multiple platforms.

TRAINING
I&E Virtual Days of Action Social Media Training 
will cover messages and use of resources. 
Thursday 5/5, 1 PM - 2:30 PM

PREPARED
Prepared social media messages so you can grab 
and go.

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Question Time!
Poll Question 

How confident are you in your ability to advocate for tobacco control with decision 
makers and their staff?
1) Very confident

2) Somewhat confident
3) Not confident

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



LEGISLATIVE AND CAUCUS 
MEETINGS

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Lobbying vs. Education

Lobbying

• Direct communication or attempts with legislators 
or their staff with the specific intention of 
promoting or influencing “support” or “opposition” 
on a specific piece of legislation, ordinance, or 
ballot measure.

• Encouraging the public to contact legislators or 
their staff to promote or influence “support” or 
“opposition” on a specific piece of legislation, 
ordinance, or ballot measure.

• Example: Asking a legislator to oppose an upcoming 
ballot measure.

Education

• Communicating with or educating legislators or 
their staff or public about you program or tobacco-
related issue. 

• Example: Educating legislators about potential 
tobacco policies that could be effective in their 
community

Source: Rules of the Road https://www.tcspartners.org/Files.cfm?FilesID=6558 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnPWHjL9zGI&ab_channel=CDPHCTCP 
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Legislative Meetings
What to Expect 

• Most of you will be meeting with both your Assemblymember and your Senator and/or their staff
• Meetings are scheduled for 15 minutes, conducted on Zoom Events Platform 
• Each meeting has a Meeting Lead who will organize a planning meeting with you before I & E Days

Format & Expectations

• Meetings are scheduled May 17th and 18th

• Scheduled based on voting address
• By Friday, May 6th, the tentative meeting schedule will be posted on the event website
• So far, we have scheduled 85 total meetings, 56 Assembly and 29 Senate, adding more each day

Schedule and Logistics

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Legislative Meetings
How to Prepare Step 1: Research

Find Your California Legislator: http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/ (we have assigned participants based on 
registration address.
CA State Assembly Directory: https://www.assembly.ca.gov/assemblymembers
CA State Senate Directory: https://www.senate.ca.gov/senators

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco

http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/assemblymembers
https://www.senate.ca.gov/senators


How to Look Up Campaign Contributions

Step 1. Visit Cal-Access -
https://cal-access.sos.ca.gov/

Step 2. Use Cal-Access Search – Type 
the name of your state representative 

Step 3. Ensure their committee name is 
the most recent cycle and active 

Step 4. Review donations

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco

https://cal-access.sos.ca.gov/


Legislative Meetings
How to Prepare Step 2: Review the Resources

Your Meeting Lead will schedule an important Planning Meeting with 
the Team. 
Before the Planning Meeting, each participant should: 

Review the resource on our website called Tips for Having an Effective 
Legislative Visit 
Familiarize yourself with the Internal Speaking Points and the ASK, which is 
on the Leave Behind document 
Write out and practice your 30 second “Line” which is your WHY

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Tips for Effective 
Legislative 
Meetings 

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Other Resources

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Legislative Meetings: How to Prepare 
Step 3: At the Planning Meeting
With your Meeting Lead, work with your group on dividing the roles 
and ensuring everyone knows their part. 
Key Considerations:

Who will start the meeting and lead off the introductions (Hook)?
Who will share the key messages, a personal story, or local data (Line)?
Who will make the ASK (Sinker)?
Who will close the meeting and express appreciation
Practice! Practice! Practice! 

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Legislative Meetings: How to Prepare 
Step 4: The Day of the Meeting

Be sure you have 
checked the 

meeting schedule 
for any updates

Find your session 
on the schedule list 

on the event 
platform

Join the zoom 
room ten minutes 

ahead of the 
scheduled time

Review your notes 
for your role, relax, 

and BREATHE
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Legislative Meetings: How to Prepare 
Step 5: After the Meeting

Your Meeting Lead will have 
scheduled a Follow Up meeting 
for after I & E Days. 

Debrief – did you all interpret the 
Decision Makers comments in the 
same way? 
Who will follow up with a thank you 
and the answers to any questions? 
Fill out the legislative feedback form 
and submit to 
organizingtoendtobacco@heart.org

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Steps for the Legislative Meeting –
Putting it Together 

Research
Learn about the 
Decision Maker and 
the District

Review
Review the 
Resources at the 
Tobacco Endgame 
Center website 
before the Planning 
Meeting with your 
group

Plan
Come prepared to 
the Planning 
Meeting with your 
group, ready to 
practice your Line, 
and leave confident 
in your role

Meeting Day
Know where to find 
your meeting on the 
schedule, arrive 
early, follow the 
Hook Line and Sinker 
format, and thank 
the Decision Maker

Follow Up
Debrief with your 
Team and ensure the 
Decision Maker 
receives a follow up 
and a thank you 
from the group  

1 2 3 4 5

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco
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Overview of Caucus Meetings

We are meeting with 8 caucuses!

The word "caucus" generally refers to a group of legislators who come
together in a formal association to pursue a common interest in specific
issues and usually consist of legislators from more than one political
party.

Each caucus has a mission to identify key issues, promote equity, and
advocate for advancement on behalf of the interests of a specific
community (i.e., Latino, AAPINH, women, etc.).
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Legislative Caucus Meetings
Caucus Chair Meeting Leads Date/Time
Asian Pacific Islander Legislative Caucus
(Closed meeting)

Senator Richard Pan (6th SD) Rod Lew 5/18 (Wednesday)
1:00pm

Environmental Legislative Caucus Senator Ben Allen (26th SD) Efraim Lopez TBD

Latino Legislative Caucus Senator Maria Elena Durazo (24th SD) Rosendo Iniguez TBD

Legislative Black Caucus 
(Closed meeting)

Senator Steven Bradford (35th SD) Y’Lonn Burris 5/17 (Tuesday)
3:00pm

Legislative LGBTQ Caucus Assemblymember Evan Low (28th AD)
Isaias Guzman TBD

Legislative Rural Caucus Assemblymember Frank Bigelow, Chair (AD 05) Amber Morris 5/18 (Wednesday)
1:00pm

Legislative Women’s Caucus Assemblymember Cristina Garcia (58th AD) Kim Homer-Vagadori 5/18 (Wednesday)
2:00pm

Select Committee on Native American Affairs
(Closed meeting)

Assemblymember James C. Ramos (AD 40) Ravena Soto 5/17 (Tuesday)
2:00pm

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



NAVIGATING THE EVENT

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Navigating I&E Days of Action

Event Platform

• “Zoom Events”: centralized location of all 
sessions with descriptions, speaker bios, and 
links to join sessions.

• The event platform is where I&E Virtual Days 
of Action will take place – schedule of events, 
specific sessions like legislative meetings, 
caucus meetings, etc. 

Tobacco Endgame Website
• Centralized location on 

organizingtoedntobacco.org for all resources 
needed for the event, social media messages 
and full library of all event documents and 
important links.

• Talking points, leave behind, legislative meeting 
and caucus meeting schedule, etc. 
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Navigating I&E Days of Action –
Event Platform

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco

• You will receive a registration email 
soon

• Add the event to your calendar
• Join by; clicking the link in your 

email, calendar entry, or ticket on 
your zoom events account

• The link is uniquely yours and will 
not work for someone else



Website Platform – Event Materials and 
Social Media
Website will be fully updated by 
5/13!

Website – Bookmark this link!: 
https://organizingtoendtobacco.org
/event/information-and-education-
virtual-days-of-action-2022/

Hashtags:
#VoicesAgainstTobacco
#BigBadTobacco

Links to: 
• Event Social Media Messaging
• Digital Wall
• Event Materials Library

https://organizingtoendtobacco.org/event/information-and-education-virtual-days-of-action-2022/


What we 
learned 

GOALS & OBJECTIVES OF I&E Virtual Days 
Understand the goals and objective of I&E Days. 

ENGAGE LEGISLATIVE OFFICES 

Get comfortable with engaging legislators and 
their staff

NAVIGATING THE I&E EVENT PLATFORM 
Learn how to use and navigate the I&E Event 
Platform and website.

THEME & KEY MESSAGES
Learn how to convey the Theme and Key 
Messages to legislators and staff.
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Questions?

#VoicesAgainstTobacco #BigBadTobacco



Meeting Leads Training #2 

• When: May 3, 1 - 2:00 p.m.

Social Media for I&E Virtual Day of Action w/TECC 

• When: May 5, 1 - 2:30 p.m.

Feedback Survey 

• https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/IEtraining2022

Website

• https://organizingtoendtobacco.org/event/information-and-education-

virtual-days-of-action-2022/

Questions: Lindsay.Rothwell@heart.org

Up Next!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/IEtraining2022
https://organizingtoendtobacco.org/event/information-and-education-virtual-days-of-action-2022/
mailto:Lindsay.Rothwell@heart.org
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