
KEY POINTS:
California’s taxpayers spend more 
than $41 million annually on litter 
cleanup, of which cigarette butts 
account for one-third.3 

Nearly 200,000 cigarette butts were 
removed from California beaches and 
inland waterways on one day in 2017.4

Smoldering cigarette butts have been 
linked to costly, destructive structural 
fires and wildfires that threaten both 
wildlife and our communities.5 

E-cigarette waste, including the
batteries and pods or cartridges that
contain nicotine, pose significant harm
to the environment.6

 TOBACCO THREATENS 
CALIFORNIA’S ENVIRONMENT

California Tobacco Endgame Center for Organizing and Engagement
A Project of the American Heart Association
(C) 2021 California Department of Public Health. Funded under contract # 19-10090
organizingtoendtobacco@heart.org | organizingtoendtobacco.org

Cigarette butts are the number one 
item found on beaches and roadsides.1

Tobacco products cause harm to our environment in 
many ways. From cigarette butts littered on beaches 
and the toxic waste in tobacco and vaping products 
to secondhand smoke pollution, tobacco poses a 
significant threat to California’s air, water, and wildlife. 
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The increased use of electronic smoking devices, also 
known as electronic cigarettes or e-cigarettes, has 
resulted in new environmental issues with tobacco 
product waste. E-cigarettes contain batteries and 
cartridges, or pods, which contain nicotine, categorized 
as hazardous waste.2 

It’s time to step up and protect California’s 
environment from tobacco and the industry that 
fosters environmental damage.
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