TOBACCO IS A SOCIAL JUSTICE ISSUE

Lower income neighborhoods
typically have more tobacco
retailers near schools in comparison
to other neighborhoods.*

KEY POINTS:

Black communities have up to 10

times more tobacco ads, particularly
for menthol cigarettes, which Big
Tobacco has specifically pushed in these
communities for years.?

Lung cancer is the leading cause of
cancer deaths among Hispanic/Latino
populations in California.? Despite the gains California has made over the past
years in reducing tobacco use, some communities have
been left behind. For decades the tobacco industry

has aggressively marketed its dangerous products to
California’s diverse populations and the result has been
greater rates of smoking, tobacco-related disease,

and death. These diverse populations include African
American, Latino, Asian American, Native Hawaiian and
Pacific Islander, LGBTQ+, Tribal and rural communities

and people with low-economic status.

Rural counties have some of the highest
smoking rates in California and rural
residents start smoking at an earlier age.*

LGBTQ+ individuals are five times more
likely to never seek a smoking cessation
Quitline, compared to other groups.®

Tobacco advertisements on billboards
and in stores are more plentiful in
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predominantly urban Asian American
communities than in other urban
neighborhoods.®

As the most diverse state in the nation, it is critical
that California address tobacco-related inequities
and progress towards the ultimate goal of eliminating

tobacco use.
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