
HOOK: SETTING THE STAGE

Meeting leader introduces themselves, thanks the legislator or staff for their time, and briefly 
introduces the topic of the meeting. 
Everyone in the group introduces themselves.

Share local impacts, data, and personal stories, including your "why."
40,000 Californians die every year, 110 a day .
Tobacco Industry targets marketing and advertising at historically and currently 
marginalized communities. 
Taxpayers bear the cost of smoking, at $18.1 billion a year, with costs to the Medi-Cal 
program of $3.85 billion annually.
Costly to the environment -- more than $41 million each year in clean-up costs. 

Thank the legislator or staff again for making the time to meet.
Re-cap any follow-up that is needed or future communications that will be made .
Ask if they would take a photo with the group that could be posted on social media.
Remember to submit the Legislative Feedback Form!

You do not need to be an expert on the issue; however, you ARE an expert on your own experience, your story, 
and why you care. Decision makers are concerned about what is happening in their district so it is important 
throughout the meeting to communicate local impacts, data, and personal stories, including your "why." 

Hook, Line & Sinker: Legislative Meeting Talking Points

LINE: MESSAGE POINTS

SINKER: MAKING THE ASK

Considering all the information that shows commercial tobacco is even more costly than you think… 

“Would you be willing to write a statement or letter in support of a tobacco 
prevention issue in your district?”
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WRAPPING UP THE MEETING

We're excited to have you join this year’s Capitol Information & Education Days! Be sure to share 
your participation on social media, tag your legislator, and follow and use the hashtags 
#BigBadTobacco #VoicesAgainstTobacco. 

SAMPLE MESSAGES: 

Personalize these messages to reflect your relationship with your elected representatives and 
include your personal story. 

Pre-Event: Excited to head to Sacramento to meet with @YourRep about #BigBadTobacco and
advocate for a healthier California! #VoicesAgainstTobacco 

During Event: On my way to the Capitol to meet with @YourRep! Excited to join hundreds of advocates 
to discuss key issues on #BigBadTobacco #VoicesAgainstTobacco 

Group Photo: We’re a powerful force! Today, hundreds of advocates took the Capitol by storm to talk 
with lawmakers about ending the tobacco epidemic. #BigBadTobacco #VoicesAgainstTobacco 

Post-Event: Thanks @YourRep for meeting with us! We hope we can count on your support for the 
health of our communities. #BigBadTobacco #VoicesAgainstTobacco 

Social Media Opportunities 

Don’t forget to tag us @CATobaccoCenter! 

• Snap a photo with colleagues and the Capitol I&E Days backdrop.
• Share a photo with your elected official during your meeting.
• Join us for a group photo outside the Capitol on Wednesday by our tent. We’ll share it quickly so 

you can post too!
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